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THIS EXHIBIT OF BOOKS which trace the history of botany in 
North America �elebrates the publication of the first volume of Wild 
Flowers of The United States. Harold William Rickett is the author 
of that book which is already a classic. Therein he has described the 
wild flowers of the northeastern states "from the Atlantic to Minne­
sota and Missouri and from the Canadian border to Virginia .... " The 
complete set of volumes will include the wild flowers of all the United 
States with colored photographs and nontechnical descriptions that 
may be comprehended by those who prize flowers. William C. Steere, 
Director of The New York Botanical Garden, is General Editor. 
The publication of this book is a landmark in the history of botany; 
it has been sponsored by The New York Botanical Garden. The under­
taking has been made possible by the National Committee for the Wild 
Flowers of the United States under the leadership of Mrs. David 
Rockefeller and Mr. Diarmuid C. Russell. The publication is dedicated 
"To David and Peggy Rockefeller, without whose enthusiasm and 
generosity these books could not have been written, illustrated or 
published." 
It is fitting that this last, most complete and beautiful of many books 
describing our precious heritage of flowers should be seen in the com­
pany of notable predecessors. 
The faculty and trustees of The Rockefeller University are grateful 
to the owners of those treasured volumes for the privilege of holding 
this exhibit on the campus of the University Mr. and Mrs. Rockefeller 
have done much to make beautiful. It is fitting too that these botanical 
and literary treasures should first be shown together in the building 
that bears the name of Abby Aldrich Rockefeller who created on 
Mount Desert Island, Maine, one of the world's most lovely gardens, 
now cared for by "David and Peggy Rockefeller." 
DETLEV W. BRONK-
A brief e and true report of 
the new found land of Virginia 
THOMAS HARIOT 
Thomas Hariot's A brief e and true report of the new found land of 
Virginia ... (London, 1588) is the first book written in English by an 
Englishman about the earliest British settlement in North America, Sir 
Walter Raleigh's colony at Roanoke. Hariot describes the botany of 
the area chiefly in terms of plants and crops of economic usefulness, 
such as maize, tobacco and the potato but includes other plants of in­
terest. The book itself has been described as "the very cornerstone of 
any collection of Americana." The present copy, the Lenox copy, is 
too fragile to be opened but a facsimile is shown beside it. An account 
of how Henry Stevens obtained this copy for Mr. James Lenox is re­
produced on a poster above the display case. 
Thomas Hariot's position in the history of science has undergone 
a dramatic change in recent years. Long known chiefly for his Brief e 
and true report he is now recognized to have been a brilliant astrono­
mer, physicist and mathematician. He published almost none of his 
scientific work, apparently because he was in constant danger of being 
accused of atheism or sedition or both. He was one of the first system­
atic observers of the sunspots and the sightings of the sunspots which 
he made in 1610 are the earliest known to be extant, as are his observa­
tions of ·the moons of Jupiter. His obse�vations of the sunspots and of 
the moons of Jupiter were made independently of Galileo. He was the 
first Englishman to adopt and champion Kepler's Laws. He developed 
a rudimentary analytic geometry prior to Descartes and was among 
the first to use binary numbers. He discovered the sine law of refrac­
tion in 1601. An early advocate of the atomistic theory of matter, he 
corresponded with Kepler on the subject. All of this work was lost to 
direct knowledge because of his precarious political situation and the 
present revival of his reputation is based upon a study of his manuscripts. 
Loaned by the Rare Book Division, The New York Public Library, 
Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations 
Canadensium Plantarum 
JACQUES PHILIPPE CORNUTI 
Cornuti, like John Tradescant, was never in America. His Canadensium 
Plantarum ... (Paris, 1635) contained descriptions of about 30 species 
from northeastern America. Seventy-eight descriptions and 68 illus­
trations of these species, and of plants from other areas, were based on 
study of living specimens grown at the Jardin des Plantes in Paris. The 
genus Cornutia and a species of meadow-rue, Thalictrum cornuti L., 
were named in his honor. 
The book is open to an .. illustration of a favorite American wild 
columbine, Aquilegia canadensis L. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Theatrum Botanicum 
JOHN PARKINSON 
Parkinson's Theatrum Botanicum (London, 1640) described nearly 
4000 plants, with a significant number of American species scattered 
throughout. Agnes Arber describes Parkinson as the last British repre­
sentative of the herbalists, i.e., of those who described plants with spe­
cial reference to their medical usefulness. Parkinson had a famous 
botanical garden in Long Acre, near the heart of modern London. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
M usaeum Tradescantianum 
JOHN TRADESCANT 
John Tradescant and his son, John, enthusiastically collected plants, 
animals and artifacts of the many lands being explored during the early 
and middle 17th century. Indeed, Tradescant's museum was consid­
ered in its day one of the more extensive in Europe. It was this col-
lection which was given to Oxford University by Elias Ashmole, the 
heir to the museum; Sir Christopher Wren designed the building 
which now houses the Ashmolean Museum. 
Father and son, respectively gardeners to Charles I and Charles II, 
constructed a very considerable garden of plants as part of their mu­
seum. Included there were many new species from America, although 
neither man ever visited the New World. A catalogue of their museum, 
one of the earliest containing names of a substantial number of Ameri-
can plants, was published by the younger Tradescant as the Musaeum 
Tradescantianum: or, a Collection of Rarities. Preserved at South­
Lambeth near London (London, 1656). In it at least four dozen species 
appear to be of American origin. 
It is after Tradescant the elder that the genus Tradescantia, the 
spiderworts, is named. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
New-Englands Rarities Discovered 
JOHN JOSSELYN 
JohnJosselyn'sNew-Englands Rarities Discovered ... (London, 1672) 
is one of the earliest works on the natural history of New England by 
an English author. Like Hariot, Josselyn describes much besides bot­
any but he does deal with many plants of the region and gives crude 
illustrations of some of them. One of his illustrations, that of the 
pitcher plant, has been taken as the motif for this exhibit. The pitcher 
plant, Sarracenia purpurea, was itself named for an early Canadian 
botanist, Michel Sarrasin ( 1659-1734), who sent specimens of Canadian 
plants to the Jardin du Roi in the early 18th century. 
Josselyn's book was read by John Bartram on the advice of Peter 
Collinson and by William Bartram at the suggestion of John Bartram. 
It thus gains an added importance in the history of American botany 
through its influence on th� Bartrams.
Loaned by The Library Company of Philadelphia 
Catalogue of Plants of Virginia 




Banister was educated at Magdalen College, Oxford, became a minister 
and settled near Petersburg, Virginia, around 1678. While a resident 
there, he carefully studied the plants of the area and furnished draw­
ings and specimens to some of the leading botanists of the day. His 1680 
Catalogue of Plants of Virginia was published as a three-page list in 
Ray's celebrated Historia Plantarum (London, 1693). A Natural His­
tory of Virginia, which he was writing, was never published because of 
his premature death from an accidental gunshot wound. 
Banister executed the first detailed and careful drawings of the flora 
of North America and photographs of four of his drawings are shown 
by permission of the British Museum (Natural History) and Professor 
Joseph Ewan. Also shown here (Plate CCIII, Figures 1, 2, 3) are three 
drawings by Banister as published in Leonard Plukenet's Phytographia 
... , pars tertia (London, 1692). 
It is after Banister that the tropical plant Banisteria was named. A 
decoction of this plant is used as an hallucinogen by the Amazon In­
dians and the active material, which has been chemically identified, 
is known as banisterine, or harmine. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
�1·A briefe and true re-
port of the newfound land of Virginia: of 
thecommodittestherc found andtoberayjeclaswellmar­
chant�ble,as others forvicl:uall,buildingand other ncceffa.
rievfe1fa·rthofathatareand fhalbetheplanterJ there;and of the ,ra .. 
ture and manner� of the naturall inhabitants : Difcoucred by the
Englifl, Colony there feated 67 Sir Richard Greinuile Knight in th� 
ye ere I 5 8 r. which remained vndcr th� gouernment of Rafe Lane Efqui­
er, cne of lier Maie/li.ts I�q11ic;·,�1, dr,1,i·iug the [pace ,,f,wrlue tnfJnttlu, : ,n 
the fpcdall charge and direction of the Honourable SI R 
WALTER RALEIGH Knight, LordWarde11of 
d1e ftannerics; who therein hath bcenc fauou .. 
red and authorifed bv her Maicftie and 
her lcm.,s ·patents.: 
Directed to the Aduenturers> Fauourers, 
andWelwiller.r of the a[/wn,for the inhabi-
ting and planting there.· 
By Tlmnar Hariot; feruant to the aboucnamcd
Sir Walt et•, a ·member of the C1J!onJ, and 
thrre implO;Jed i,, d1/co11ering. 
Imprinted at London I 5 8 8. 
Title page of the first edition of Thomas Hariot's 
A briefe and true report of the new found land of Virginia 




H ortus Europae American us 
MARK CATESBY, F.R.S. 
Mark Catesby was a pioneer in the :field of scientific illustration and 
his books are among the most-prized American color plate works. He 
was the author of a single great work, The Natural History of Carolina, 
Florida and the Bahama Islands ... (London, 1731-1743). Catesby 
traveled in America twice, from 17 1 2 to 17 19 and from 17 2 2 to 17 2 6.
He not only made the drawings for his book but studied etching so 
that he could make the plates himself. Three of the greatest plates, 
however, were the work of G.D. Ehret, in particular the magnolia, 
which is shown. Catesby's work was a general natural history not 
solely devoted to flowers. Most of the plates in the first volume are 
ornithological, but in them the birds are often shown against back­
grounds of trees and plants. Catesby's approach to the drawing of birds 
strongly influenced Audubon. 
After Catesby's death his plates and text were used as the basis for 
a "new" work, the Hortus Britanno-Americanus (London, 1763), 
which was reissued with a new title page as the H ortus Europae Ameri­
canus (London, 1767 ). 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
and American Philosophical Society 
Classes Plantarum 
CARL LINNAEUS 
Linnaeus never visited North America but was in constant correspond­
ence with botanists there. As the central figure in scientific botany in 
the 18th century he is represented in this exhibit by a copy of the :first 
edition of his Classes Plantarum ... (Leyden, 1738). This copy is pecul­
iarly appropriate to an exhibit tracing the history of botany in the 
northeastern United States since it was presented to Asa Gray by 
C. F. Ph. Martins and by Asa Gray to John Torrey. The title page of
this remarkable association copy bears the signatures of both Gray
and Torrey. Loaned by Stechert-Hafner,lnc. 
Flora V irginica 
J. F. GRONOVIUS AND JOHN CLAYTON 
The Flora Virginica ... (Leyden, 1739), the be.§t systematic treatise on 
American botany of its period, was based upon the specimens collected 
by John Clayton in the vicinity of Gloucester County, Virginia. The 
final identification of specimens and the systematic botany in the book 
were the work of J. F. Gronovius (assisted by Linnaeus himself) but 
there is no doubt that the collection of specimens by Clayton was an 
important contribution to scientific botany. A second edition which 
appeared in 1762 incorporated important information from the studies 
of John Bartram and Cadwallader Colden. Many of Linnaeus' species 
are based upon the first edition of the Flora Virginica . ... Linnaeus 
followed Gronovius in giving Clayton's name to the genus Claytonia, 
the spring beauties. Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Impregnation of the Seeds of Plants 
in Philosophical Transactions 
Experimenta et meletemata de plantarum generatione 
� 
JAMES LOGAN 
James Logan was a wealthy Quaker merchant and was a politician as 
well as a brilliant amateur of science. Logan carried out a careful series 
of experiments which demonstrated the function of pollen in fertiliz­
ing maize, experiments which were fundamental to the study of hy­
bridization in plants. These experiments were published as a letter 
("Experiments Concerning the Impregnation of the Seeds of Plants") 
in the Philosophical Transactions in 1736 and an enlarged Latin version, 
Experimenta et meletemata de plantarum generatione (Leyden, 1739), 
was published under the supervision of Gronovius. Logan was also a 
patron of John Bartram in the early part of Bartram's career. 
Loaned by American Philosophical Society 
A Description of the English Province of Carolana 
DANIEL COXE 
Coxe was a New Jersey landowner and politician. His book, A De­
scription of the English Province of Carolana . . . (London, 1741), 
emphasized plants of agricultural interest more than did Catesby's. 
Chapter 6 of the book has notable passages on maize and grapes. There 
were various earlier editions, the first having appeared in 1722, but 
the edition of 1741 has new material added. 
Loaned by American Philosophical Society 
Plantae Coldenghamiae 
in Acta Societatis Regiae Scientiarum Upsaliensis 
CADWALLADER COLDEN 
Born in Ireland, Colden emigrated to Philadelphia in 1708 but pres­
ently moved to New York where he settled and eventually became 
Lieutenant Governor ( 1761). He had great interest in botany and cor­
responded widely with botanists in Europe and America. His estate, 
Coldengham, where he lived for 30 years, was a 3000-acre holding near 
the present town of Montgomery, about ten miles from Newburgh. 
Colden's Plantae Coldengbamiae ... (Upsala, 1743) was a catalogue 
of the native plants found on the estate. The flora, published in the 
Acta Societatis Regiae Scientiarum Upsaliensis, is the first flora of any 
part of New York State. Publication was arranged by Linnaeus to 
whom Colden had sent descriptions of s9me 400 plants. Colden was a 
friend and admirer of Linnaeus and it is Colden who is credited with 
jf 12 � 
introducing the Linnaean system into America a few months after 
its publication in Europe. It was in his honor that Linnaeus named the 
genus Coldenia.
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Botanic Manuscript of Jane Colden 
JANE COLDEN 
Jane Colden, daughter of Cadwallader Colden, spent many years at the 
family estate, Coldengham. There her father actively botanized and 
played host to such notable botanists as John and William Bartram and 
Peter Kalm. Through her father's enthusiasm and help, she became a 
skillful botanist and drew and described some 400 plants according to 
Linnaeus' system. She was, thus, the first woman in the New World 
distinguished as a botanist. The original manuscript is in the possession 
of the British Museum; the book shown is a facsimile published by 
The Garden Club of Orange and Dutchess Counties (New York, 1963). 





Arbustes et de Plantes 
JOHN BARTRAM 
Bartram was born in 1699 near Darby, Pennsylvania. He was almost 
entirely self-educated and one of our first native American botanists. 
His great interest in the plants he observed and collected led to long 
friendships with such other American botanists as Clayton, Custis and 
Garden, and with Collinson in England. In a letter to Collinson, Cad­
wallader Colden wrote, "I had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Bartram at 
my house, this summer. It is really surprising what knowledge that man 
has attained merely by the force of industry and his own genius. He 
has a lively fancy, and a surprising memory and indefatigable disposi­
tion." It was Bartram who, in 1731, founded the first botanic garden in 
this country. The garden still exists and is located on the banks of the 
Schuylkill near Philadelphia. With Benjamin Franklin as prime mover, 
he also was one of a dozen founding members of the American Phi­
losophical Society in 17 4 3. 
His Observations ... (London, 1751) comprises a day-to-day jour­
nal of a trip made during the summer of 1743. Also shown is a rare 
French broadside Catalogue d'Arbres d'Arbustes et de Plantes qui 
Croissent enAmerique ... dans le Jardin de John Bartram (Paris, 1783). 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
and American Philosophical Society 
EnResa TilNorraAmerica 
Travels into North America 
PETER KALM 
· Peter Kalm was a Finnish student of Linnaeus. In 1748, the Swedish
Royal Academy sent him to America to botanize and to search for
plants and trees that might be utilized in Sweden. For three years
he explored from Philadelphia to Montreal. His En Resa Til N orra
America ... was first published in Swedish (Stockholm, 1753-1761),
and later in English, Travels into North America (Warrington, 1770;
London, 177 1). This was essentially a book of travels, Kalm's more
scientific work being published in Swedish journals. Kalm attributed
so much of his information to the wrong sources and so frequently
failed to acknowledge his sources that many of his American inform­
ants were insulted, and Franklin said of him that one should beware of
strangers who keep journals. Nevertheless, Kalm added new species
and even new genera of American plants to the literature. The book
is open to pages on which Kalm refers to "Mr. Bartram" (John Bar­
tram), "Thomas Herriot" (Thomas Hariot), and "Peter Collinson,"
a Quaker merchant and enthusiastic amateur botanist of London.
Linnaeus named mountain laurel, Kalmia, after him. Kalmia latif olia 
is one of our most handsome flowering shrubs and is now widely used 
in cultivated gardens. The Swedish edition was loaned by
The Academy of the New Church Library; 
the English, by The New York Botanical Garden 
Drawings of American Plants 
SIMON TAYLOR 
As a boy, Simon Taylor was trained in the drawing-school of William 
Shipley in the Strand, London. About 1760 he was engaged by Lord 
Bute to paint living plants at Kew. John Ellis informed Linnaeus on 
December 28, 1770: "We have a young man, one Taylor, who draws· 
all the rare plants of Kew Gardens for Lord Bute; he does it tolerably 
well; I shall employ him very soon." Robert Dossie described him thus: 
"Diligent in contending for more rewards, with a predominant dis­
position for botanical performances, he became and is at present em­
ployed that way, by a Nobleman eminent for his knowledge in various 
branches of Polite Arts and Literature." He was also employed by 
John Fothergill whose collection of drawings, about 2000 including 
some by Simon Taylor, was purchased after his death in 1780 by the 
Empress Catherine of Russia. 
Very little is known about Taylor and even the date of his death 
seems in doubt. The provenance of his drawings of American plants, 
shown here, is unknown. Loaned by the Royal Botanic Gardens
Traite des Arbres et Arbustes 
HENRI LOUIS DUHAMEL DU MONCEAU 
The French botanist and engineer Duhamel du Monceau was a leading 
plant physiologist. Discovery of the fungus destroying the saffron 
plant led to his admission to the Academie des Sciences, Paris. His spe­
cial position in the history of American botany rests on publication of 
his book, Traite des Arbres et Arbustes ... (Paris, 1755), which con­
tains accounts �f several groups of American plants. The copy shown 
here is of particular interest inasmuch as it contains numerous notes 
prepared by the author for a revised edition which was never published. 
Loaned by American Philosophical Society 
Vegetable productions . . .
growing in this part of America 
in Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
MANASSEH CUTLER 
Cutler was a Congregational clergyman and amateur of science. He 
was the first to prepare a systematic account of the flora of New Eng­
land, classifying 350 species according to the Linnaean system. His 
conclusions regarding the flora of New England were summarized in 
his "An account of some of the vegetable productions, naturally grow­
ing in this part of America, botanically arranged," which was pub­
lished in the Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
Vol. 1, pp. 396-493 (Boston, 1785), shown here. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Arbustum Americanum 
HUMPHRY MARSHALL 
The first published book of a wholly botanical nature by a native 
American was Marshall's Arbustum Americanum ..  (Philadelphia, 
1785). It was also the first book on American trees. Humphry Mar­
shall, a cousin of John Bartram, was a nurseryman and in 177 3 founded 
the second botanic garden in America. Descriptions in the book were 
based on living plants, many of them raised from seed brought to him 
by John and William Bartram and grown in his garden. In recognition 
of his achievements, he was elected a member of the American Phil­
osophical Society in 1786. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Wild columbine, Aquilegia canadensis 
from J.P. Cornuti, Canadensium Plantarum 
Flora Caroliniana 
THOMAS WALTER 
Thomas Walter was a plantation owner in South Carolina. Apparently 
isolated from personal contacts with the world of scientific botany, he 
nevertheless prepared a treatise which summarized his studies of the 
:flowering plants in the vicinity of his home. The book which resulted, 
the Flora Caroliniana ... (London, 1788), is said to be the first tolerably 
complete account of the flora of any definite part or portion of the 
United States in which the binomial nomenclature was used. The copy 
shown contains an index which is missing from almost all recorded 
copies. The book is opened to Walter's descriptions of Drosera rotundi­
f olia, the round-leaved sun dew, which is an insectivorous plant, and 
Tradescantia virginica, a plant named after Tradescant whose Musaeum 
Tradescantianum is shown elsewhere in this exhibit. 
Loaned by Stechert-Hafner, Inc. 
Index Flora Lancastriensis 
in Transactions of the American Philosophical Society 
Catalogus plantarum Americae Septentrionalis . . .
G. H. E. MUHLENBERG 
Muhlenberg was born in Philadelphia and educated there and in 
Germany. A Lutheran minister, he. became interested in botany while 
hiding from the British during the American Revolution. By 1791 he 
had collected more than 1000 plants near his home in Lancaster, and 
wrote his Index Flora Lancastriensis comprising 454 genera and more 
than a thousand species. It was published in the Transactions of the 
American Philosophical Society (Vol. 3, pp. 157-184, 1793). A supple­
ment to the Index ... was published in the same journal in 1799 (Vol. 4, 
pp. 235-242). In 1809 Muhlenberg and 28 correspondents produced a 
-� 18.J::
catalogue of plants of North America which listed more than 1500 
phanerogamic plants and fems as well as 7 2 7 species of algae, fungi, 
lichens, liverworts and mosses. This catalogue was published as Cata­
lo gus plantarum Americae Septentrionalis ... (Lancaster, 18 1 3). 
Loaned by The New York Academy of Medicine 
and The New York Botanical Garden 
Travels through North & South Carolina 
WILLIAM BARTRAM 
The Road to Xanadu 
JOHN LIVINGSTON LOWES 
William Bartram was the son of John Bartram and his father's successor 
· as one of the leading botanists of the colonies. In the years 1766-1776
he was commissioned by Dr. John Fothergill to travel and botanize in
the southern United States. The Bartram-Fothergill album of drawings
of American plants and animals shown in this exhibit was one result of
Bartram's journey. Another result was his Travels through North &
South Carolina ... (Philadelphia, 1791). Bartram's Travels is of botani­
cal importance because of the botanical names published in it but it has
also been called a minor classic of American literature. It gained re­
newed fame in the 192o's when Professor John Livingston Lowes'
The Road to Xanadu showed that Coleridge derived much of the
imagery of Kub la Khan from it. Compare, e.g., Bartram's "a creek
...  which meanders six miles through green meadows" with Cole­
ridge's" ... five miles meandering with a mazy motion through wood
and dale the sacred river ran .... "
Loaned by The New York Botanical Gar4en 
Drawings made by 
William Bartram for John Fothergill 
WILLIAM BARTRAM 
William Bartram, during the period 1766-1776, was commissioned by 
Dr. John Fothergill of London to collect American plants and seeds 
for Fothergill's botanical garden and to send him drawings of plants 
not suitable for shipment overseas. About fifty drawings of plants and 
animals of the southern part of the United States were acquired by 
Fothergill in this way. After Fothergill's death the drawings were pur­
chased by Sir Joseph Banks and were ultimately presented to the Brit­
ish Museum (Natural History). The album containing the original 
Bartram drawings is shown here by courtesy of the British Museum 
(Natural History). 
The American Philosophical Society is preparing a complete publi­
cation of the Bartram-Fothergill album, with an introduction by Pro­
fessor Joseph Ewan of Tulane University. The American Philosophi­
cal Society, Professor Ewan and The Meriden Gravure Company 
have generously loaned preliminary color proofs from that volume for 
the present exhibit. 
Collections for an Essay Towards a M ateria M edica 
Elements of Botany 
BENJAMIN SMITH BARTON 
When the University of Pennsylvania decided to appoint a professor 
of botany it offered the post to William Bartram, who declined it. The 
post was then accepted by a much younger man, Benjamin Smith 
Barton, who was to become a major force in scientific botany in the 
United States through his influence as a teacher. A physician, born in 
Philadelphia but educated in Edinburgh, Barton published mainly on 
subjects related to medicine and his Collections for an Essay Towards 
a Materia Medica of the United States (Philadelphia, 1798) was the 
first of a series of important works on medical botany by him. Also 
shown is ijarton's mements of Botany ... (Philadelphia, 1803). The 
frontispiece is a figure of the pitcher plant; the title page bears the 
signature of David Hosack, the New York physician and botanist. 
Brooke Hindle regards Bartram's refusal of the chair and Barton's 
acceptance of it as symbolic of the shift from the dominance of botany 
in America by the "wandering naturalist" to the man with academic 
roots. Less brilliant than Bartram, Barton was in his own way as impor­
tant, or perhaps more important, because of his systematic learning 
and organizational ability. The "conflict" between the wandering 
naturalist and the professors was to survive far into the 19th century, 
the most famous example being the antagonism between Rafinesque 
and the academicians, Gray and Torrey. Ironically, the romantic bril­
liance of men like Bartram and Ra:finesque seems likely to grant them 
longer and more general fame. As long as Kuhta Khan and Lowes' 
exegesis of it are read Bartram may well be more famous than Barton, 
Gray or Torrey. Loaned by The New York Academy of Medicine
and The New York Botanical Garden 
Account of the late Mr. John Bartram 
in The Philadelphia Medical and Physical Journal 
WILLIAM BARTRAM 
The first volume of Benjamin Smith Barton's periodical The Phila­
delphia Medical and Physical Journal ( 1805) illustrates the close ties 
between Barton and the Bartrams. The volume is open to William 
Bartram's description of his father's founding of the first botanical 
garden in the United States. Besides William Bartram's memoir of his 
father the volume contains three articles which Barton extracted from 
the posthumous papers of John Bartram and three original articles by 
William Bartram. Loaned by Paul F. Cranefield
�21� 
Flora Boreali-Americana 
Histoire des Chenes 
ANDRE MICHAUX 
Michaux collected through England, the Auvergne, the Pyrenees, and, 
while in Persia, through much of the region between the Tigris and 
Euphrates. At the direction of the French government he explored 
many parts of America in search of forest trees which might be intro­
duced into Europe. During the decade beginning in 17 8 5 he explored 
the Carolina mountains, the Appalachians and parts of Canada as far 
as the vicinity of Hudson Bay. Although the Flora Boreali-Americana
... (Paris, 1803) was based on his extensive collections, it was in fact 
prepared by Claude Richard and it has been suggested that his other 
great work, the beautifully illustrated Histoire des Chenes ... (Paris, 
1 So 1), was also the result of collaboration. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Original drawings for Michaux' s H istoire des Chenes
PIERRE JOSEPH REDOUTE 
Redoute, who was born in Luxembourg, began his career as a botanical 
artist at the Jardin du Roi in Paris in th_e late 18th century. Redoute 
was to become the most famous illustrator of flowers in the history of 
botany. Dr. Frans A. Stafleu has called Redoute "the Raphael of flow­
ers." The plates for Michaux's Histoire des Chenes ... were based on 
drawings by Redoute. The originals of those drawings, shown i� this 
exhibit, are from the collection of the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, 
where Redoute worked during part of his career. 
The copy with the original Redoute drawings inserted was pre­
sented to Sir William Hooker in 18 2 5 by Francis Boott who wrote the 
following inscription: 
"This volume was given to me in Paris, Feby. 1819 by Mons. F. Andre 
Michaux. The exquisite drawings in Indian ink accompanied the vol-
jf22 � 
ume-1 have inserted them in their proper places ... Observations upon 
the plates-drawings ... were made by Mons. F. A. Michaux-& are 
inserted with the drawings-notes in the handwriting of the author 
... At the end of the volume ... a very interesting memoir of Mons. 
Michaux's father & a small pamphlet, of notes made in the Island of the 
Bahama. The Indian ink drawings are the originals from which the 
engravings of the present volume were made." 
This copy contains 2 6 original drawings by Pierre Joseph Redoute, 
5 by Henri Joseph Redoute, 3 signed Redoute with no initials, 2 un­
signed and 2 by Pancrace Bessa. The two drawings by Bessa, who col­
laborated with P. J. Redoute in other works, were not published in 
Michaux's book-one is dated 1804. 
Loaned by the Royal Botanic Gardens 
H istoire des Arbres f orestiers 
,( 
The North American Sylva 
FRAN901s ANDRE MICHAUX 
Fran�ois Michaux, like his father Andre, was a French silviculturist. 
In 1801 he received a commission to the United States, where he made 
the acquaintance of Benjamin Smith Barton and William Bartram. He 
traveled widely and collected extensively. On his return to France he 
published his Histoire des Arbres forestiers de l' Amerique Septentrion­
ale (Paris, 18 1o-18 1 3). Also shown here is an English translation, 
The North American Sylva .. . (Philadelphia, 1841-1849), to which 
Thomas Nuttall added three volumes containing descriptions of forest 
trees not included in Michaux's original survey. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
T R A V E L s 
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1 
OR CREEK CONFEDERACY, AND THE 
COUNTRY OF THE CHACTAWS; 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE SOIL AND NATURAL 
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MAN 'NE RS OF TH E I N D I A NS. 
EMBELLJSH.E.D WITH COPPER-PLAT�S. 
BY WILLIAM BARTRAM. 
P H 1· L A D E L P H I A: 
I>uNTU> BY J.dM.ES & JOHNSON. 
M, DCC, XCI. 
Title page of the first edition of William Bartram's Travels
Florula Bostoniensis 
., 
American Medical Botany 
JACOB BIGELOW 
Bigelow was first trained at Harvard College and later at the University 
of Pennsylvania. As a medical student in Philadelphia, he was deeply 
influenced by his teacher, Benjamin Smith Barton, physician and bot­
anist. After completing his training as a physician,, Bigelow settled in 
Boston where he practiced medicine. Keenly interested in botany, 
he prepared descriptions of plants "collected during the last two sea­
sons in the vicinity of Boston, within a circuit of from five to ten 
miles." These were published in 1814 as the Florula Bostoniensis ... 
(Boston, 18 14). With an expanded second edition, this flora remained 
the standard popular manual of New England until Gray's Manual 
appeared in 1848. 
During his 40 years as a professor at the Harvard medical school he 
published many additional works, of which his most important bot­
anical contribution was the three-volume American Medical Botany 
(Boston, 1817-1820). His son, Henry Jacob Bigelow, was the author 
of the first article describing the use of ether in surgery. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
and The New York Academy of Medicine 
Flora of North America 
., 
Florae Philadelphicae Prodromus 
WILLIAM P. C. BARTON 
William P. C. Barton was the nephew of Benjamin Smith Barton. A 
Navy Surgeon, he was also Professor of Materia Medica at the Jeffer­
son Medical School. He eventually became the first chief of the Bu­
reau of Medicine and Surgery of the United States Navy. He divided 
his literary activities between botany and political diatribes on the sub­
ject of the medical department of the Navy. His more systematjc scien­
-tific books were of limited scope, whereas his larger work, the Flora of 
North America (Philadelphia, 1820-1823), was essentially a highly 
competent popularization of the work of earlier systematists. The copy 
of his Florae P hiladelphicae Prodromus ... (Philadelphia, 18 15) which 
is shown here is of special interest because of the author's inscription 
to President Monroe. Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden
AM anual of Botany for The Northern States . . .
AMOS EATON 
Amos Eaton became interested in botany through his association with 
Samuel Latham Mitchill and David Hosack. He gave popular lectures 
on botany and published A Manual of Botany for The Northern States 
... ( Albany, 18 17). This book became very popular and passed through 
eight editions. He is said to have been one of the first great popularizers 
of science in the United States. Duringthe latter part of his professional 
career he was Professor in the Rensselaer School ( now Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute)• Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden
The Genera of North American Plants 
� 
The North American Sylva 
THOMAS NUTTALL 
In 1808, at the age of 22, Nuttall left England and settled in Philadel­
phia. There he met Benjamin Smith Barton who interested him in 
plants. After studying with · Barton, Nuttall collected extensively 
throughout central parts of the eastern United States and between 1818 
and 1820 he explored and collected along the Mississippi and Red 
Rivers. In 1822 he became a professor at Harvard University and cura-
tor of the botanical garden. He remained for a decade, but resigned 
in 1834 to accompany the Wyeth expedition to the mouth of the 
Columbia River. His foremost botanical works were The Genera of 
North American Plants ... (Philadelphia, 1818), much of which he 
personally set in type, and three volumes of The North American 
Sylva ... (Philadelphia, 1842), begun by Fran�ois Michaux. 




New Flora and Botany of North America 
,f 
Alsographia Americana 
CONSTANTINE SAMUEL RAFINESQUE 
Rafinesque first visited the United States in 1802. After three years he 
sailed back to Europe with a large botanical collection. In 18 1 5 he re­
turned to America, but lost all his possessions when shipwrecked off 
Long Island. Friends supported him and presently he was appointed 
professor of botany, natural history and modern languages at Transyl­
vania University in Kentucky. He traveled as widely as any American 
naturalist of his time and published nearly a thousand items. Many of 
his published works are extremely rare. The four included here­
Florula Ludoviciana ... (New York, 1817), Neogenyton ... (Lex­
ington, Kentucky, 1825), New Flora and Botany of North America 
... (Philadelphia, 1836), and Alsographia Americana ... (Philadelphia, 
18 3 8 )-are some of the more important. Although an indefatigable 
botanizer, Rafinesque was quite eccentric in his dealings with others 
and had a passion for naming new species. Ind�ed, these traits, along 
with adoption of Jussieu's natural system of classification, led to con­
siderable damage to his reputation for many years. Relations with 
Torrey and Gray were particularly strained as is evidenced, along with 
Rafinesque's eccentricity, in the comments introducing Part IV of his 
New Flora and Botany ... , exhibited here. An example of his enthusi­
asm for naming species is also shown in his Alsographia Americana in 
which he names no fewer than ten new species of linden trees. 
The Florula Ludoviciana has been loaned by Stechert-Hafner, Inc., 
Rafinesque's three other works by The New York Botanical Garden 
Florula C estrica 
., 
Memorials of JohnBartram andHumphry Marshall 
WILLIAM DARLINGTON 
Darlington was much esteemed as a botanist in his own day and Asa 
Gray called him the "Nestor of American Botany." His most notable 
published contributions were the Florula Cestrica ... (West-Chester, 
Pennsylvania, 1826) and his Memorials of John Bartram and Humphry 
Marshall ( 1849). In addition he amassed an herbarium of some 8000 
plants. The California pitcher plant, first collected by the Wilkes Ex­
pedition, was dedicated to him by Dr. John Torrey under the generic 
name of Darlingtonia. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
and The New York Academy of Medicine 




Flora of North America 
., 




Around 18 IO, Torrey's father, Captain William Torrey, was appointed 
fiscal agent of the state prison at Greenwich, later Greenwich Village. 
It was there that Amos Eaton, pioneer naturalist, met and took an in-
terest in young John Torrey, teaching him natural history. Through 
these beginnings the direction of Torrey's career was set. Torrey ob­
tained his doctorate in medicine at the College of Physicians and Sur­
geons, but soon turned to botany, chemistry and mineralogy as his true 
calling. He presently taught these disciplines at the College of Physi­
cians and Surgeons and the College of New Jersey (later Princeton). 
His first major work was A Flora of tbe Northern and Middle Sections 
of the United States ... (New York, 1824), of which volume I was 
published. His Compendium of the Flora of the Northern and Middle 
States ... (New York, 1826) supplied in concise form descriptions 
not only of the plants treated in the first volume of the Flora but also 
those intended for inclusion in the projected second one. The copy 
shown here was Torrey's own copy, autographed by him. With his 
student Asa Gray he began the ambitious task of compiling a compre­
hensive Flora of North America (New York, 1838-1843), of which 
only the first two volumes were published. During this same period he 
was appointed State botanist, which resulted in the preparation of the 
two-volume A Flora of the State of New-York ... (Albany, 1843). 
Also included in this exhibit is an octavo manuscript of his Florula 
Princetoniana, of which no record of publication has been found. 
Torrey was one of the most influential botanists of the period and 
played, with Asa Gray, a pre-eminent role in organizing the great bot­
anical collections pouring in from the explorations of the western 
states. His name is commemorated in the Torrey Botanical Club, 
founded during his lifetime, and in the names of several plants, fore­
most of which is the genus of cocif ers, Torrey a. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Canada thistle,.Cirsium arvense 
from John Torrey, A Flora of the State of New-York 
Elements of Botany 
" 
Manual of Botany 
" 
A Flora of North America 
ASA GRAY, F.R.S. 
Gray was perhaps the greatest American botanist of the 19th century. 
His interest in botany was spurred by Amos Eaton's Manual of Botany. 
The first flower he identified with Eaton's Manual was the spring 
beauty, Claytonia virginica, the flower named after John Clayton. 
John Torrey soon thereafter engaged Gray to collect plants for him in 
the pine barrens of New Jersey. Gray's career became an academic 
one from that time onward and in 1842 he became Professor of Botany 
at Harvard, a post he held until 1872 when he was succeeded by G. L. 
Goodale. Gray was immensely influential both as a teacher and an 
author. Shown here are his Elements of Botany (New York, 1836), his 
A Manual of the Botany of the Northern United States ... (Boston, 
1848) and A Flora of North America ... (New: York, 1838-1843), 
which he wrote with John Torrey. Two genera, Grayia and Asagraea, 
and more than a dozen species were named in his honor. 
Loaned by The New York Academy of Medicine 
and The New York Botanical Garden 
Class-Book of Botany 
ALPHONSO WOOD 
Professor Wood recognized the need for a small didactic book of bot­
any of the northeastern United States. After consulting with Dr. Asa 
Gray, he set about writing it himself. The Class-Book of Botany .•. 
(New York, 18 5 5) grew out of his experiences teaching from his notes 
and preliminary manuscript during the preceding ten years. Intended 
to be a pamphlet, it grew to book size. An unexpectedly great demand 
quickly exhausted the :first edition of 18 5 5. Thus began a long series of 
ever expanded editions which enjoyed great popularity. The edition 
shown here, that of 1861, was particularly widely esteemed. 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
An Illustrated Flora of the Northern United States 
NATHANIEL LORD BRITTON AND ADDISON BROWN 
Britton taught at Columbia College for many years. He was one of 
the original incorporators of The New York Botanical Garden and 
became its first director. More than thirty years of his life were then 
devoted to overseeing its development into one of the three largest 
botanical gardens in the world. Brown also was one of the founders of 
The New York Botanical Garden. Indeed, it was he who drafted the 
1891 act of the New York legislature under which it was established. 
He became one of its scientific directors and its president for two years. 
Together they published An Illustrated Flora of the Northern United 
States, Canada and the British Possessions ... (New York, 1896-1898). 
This well-known work describes and provides line drawings for nearly 
4700 species, all the then known species of ferns, gymnosperms and 
flowering plants in the area covered. Nearly two thirds of these species 
had not previously been illustrated. The Flora was thus "the first com­
plete Illustrated Flora published in this country." 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
The Wild Flowers of America ( 1876-1877) 
., 
Wild Flowers of America ( 1882) 
GEORGE LINCOLN GOODALE AND ISAAC SPRAGUE 
Goodale graduated from Bowdoin and from Harvard medical school 
in 1863. He returned to Bowdoin to instruct courses in the natural sci­
ences. Four years later, Asa Gray invited him to Harvard where he 
presently became Professor of Botany and succeeded Gray as Fisher 
Professor of Natural History in 1888. In 1834 Sprague came into pos­
session of a book on ornithology by Nuttall and began to study birds. 
Audubon was so impressed with the drawings he saw in 1840 that he 
invited Sprague to New York and later to accompany him on an ex­
pedition to the Upper Missouri to assist in making illustrations. A lark 
discovered on this trip was named Audubon alaudi spraguei. Beginning 
about 1844, Sprague illustrated books for Asa Gray. For nearly half 
a century he was considered the foremost botanical draughtsman in 
America. Spraguea, a herb of the Sierra Nevada foothills, was dedi­
cated to him by John Torrey. 
Shown here are Goodale and Sprague's The Wild Flowers of Amer­
ica, Parts I & II (Boston, 1876-1877) and Wild Flowers of America
(Boston, 1882). 
Loaned by The New York Botanical Garden 
Wild Flowers of the United States 
Volume 1: The Northeastern States 
HAROLD W. RICKETT 
Dr. Rickett, Senior Curator of Botany at The New York Botanical 
Garden, was born in England and received his training, including his 
doctorate, at the University of Wisconsin. After holding appointments 
at the University of Wisconsin for five years and at the University of 
Missouri for :fifteen years, in 193 9 he became associated with The New 
York Botanical Garden. A man of great productivity, he is author or 
co-author of several well-known books on wild flowers and botany, 
of which volume one of the Wild Flowers of the United States ... 
(New York, 1966) is his largest and most recent achievement. 
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